
 

 

 

D 2.1 Education/ awareness material 
Educational materials for fishers’ awareness activities (e.g. posters, flyers, and roll-ups) 
focusing on the problem of marine litter including the role of the fishing industry as 
polluter; the economic impacts on fisheries; how fishers can minimise waste and reduce 
harmful environmental impacts (e.g. bycatch, ghost fishing); the potential use of 
alternative/eco-friendly materials; the strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
energy and resource consumption. The educational materials produced target 
professional fishers using simple, non-scientific language and will be prepared in English, 
Portuguese, Spanish, Italian and Croatian.  
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Summary NETTAG+ Project 

NETTAG+ aims to provide a portfolio of three innovative smart and sustainable solutions to 

address the negative impacts of abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) 

on marine life and habitats. NETTAG+ will be based on synergistic activities between the 

fisheries industry, scientists and NGOs to develop three solutions to PREVENT, AVOID and 

MITIGATE the harmful impacts of ALDFG.  

NETTAG+ will PREVENT marine litter derived from fisheries activities, AVOID loss of fishing 

gears, and MITIGATE harmful impact by removing existing ALDFG. These three solutions will 

jointly contribute to reduce ALDFG and marine pollution, namely by: reducing the 

introduction of hazardous chemicals and microplastics originating from ALDFG; reducing 

ghost fishing, bycatch and entanglements of sensitive or endangered species on ALDFG; and 

improving mapping, tracking and recovery technologies to retrieve ALDFG.  

NETTAG+ aims to upgrade and upscale the integrative preventive approach that started in the 

previous NetTag project, and aims to replicate it in Mediterranean regions, providing the 

fisheries industry with three smart and environmentally-friendly solutions to reduce ALDFG 

and prevent the environmental impacts of fishing gears. The three solutions will be developed 

to maturity (TRL 7-8) by the end of the project, and will be tested, validated and demonstrated 

in real conditions in Atlantic and Mediterranean countries, namely Portugal (PT), United 

Kingdom (UK), Spain (SP), Italy (IT), Croatia (HR) and Malta (MT). NETTAG+’s ambition is to 

change the paradigm of the fisheries industry, aspiring to transform the societal perspectives 

about the role of fishers as Guardians and Cleaners of the Ocean. NETTAG+ will empower the 

sector to take effective actions to address marine pollution, promoting their role as key actors 

to tackle marine pollution. 
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Executive Summary 
Every year, tons of fishing gear are discarded to the ocean globally, inflicting severe threats to 

marine habitats and wildlife while causing economic losses to the fishing sector. Addressing 

marine pollution on a global scale requires cooperation across the science-policy-society 

interface, combining the know-how of the different actors involved to successfully solve the 

marine litter global environmental crisis.  

This report is an output of ‘WP2 - PREVENT: Fishers as Guardians and Cleaners of the Ocean’ and 

delivers the educational materials co-produced by NETTAG+ partners on the issue of marine 

litter (Task 2.1) to be used in the awareness actions that the NETTAG+ fishers associations and 

representatives (APMSHM; ARVI; CoGePa; WWF; MAFA) will deliver to their associates (Task 

2.2). 

The educational materials target professional fishers from different countries, therefore using 

simple, non-scientific language and will be produced in five languages: English, Portuguese, 

Spanish, Italian and Croatian. 

A package of six workshops was prepared: 

 Workshop #1 - Seminar on marine litter 

 Workshop #2 - Marine litter produced on board 

 Workshop #3 - Marine litter collected by fishing gear 

 Workshop #4 - Sustainable practices: bycatch reduction and marine conservation 

 Workshop #5 - Reducing fisheries footprint  

 Workshop #6 - NETTAG+ solutions  

The educational materials will be available on the NETTAG+ project website, so they can be 

freely used in other projects or initiatives. 

Through the development of educational materials and awareness actions, NETTAG+ aims to 

enhance the comprehension of marine litter issues within professional fishing communities and 

to foster a transformation in the fisheries industry's perception, shifting from being perceived 

as a 'polluter' to becoming a 'guardian and cleaner' of the ocean. 

Engaging fishers' associations and representatives in the collaborative development of 

educational materials, as well as their participation in the planning and execution of awareness 

activities, guarantees that NETTAG+ outputs align with the needs of the fishing community. This 

approach fosters ownership and enhances the likelihood of influencing behavioural changes. 
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1 Introduction 
Modern fishing gear, predominantly made of non-biodegradable plastic, persist in the 

environment for extended periods (Brown & Macfadyen, 2007; Iñiguez et al., 2016), causing 

adverse environmental and socio-economic impacts. This includes adverse effects on biota, 

water quality, and human health (Drinkwin, 2020). Cooperation across the science-policy-

society interface is crucial to address the marine litter global environmental crisis. Fishers, with 

their local ecological knowledge, contribute significantly to effective marine management 

decision-making (Freire & García-Allut, 1999; Pita et al., 2020), including identifying fishing 

grounds and areas with concentrated marine litter. Fishers also play a key role in managing 

marine litter, by avoiding and retrieving lost fishing gear and by voluntarily collecting and 

bringing marine litter to local ports for adequate management and recycling. 

NETTAG+ is based on collaboration between the fisheries industry, scientists, and NGOs to 

develop solutions that PREVENT, AVOID, and MITIGATE the harmful impacts of lost fishing gear 

on marine life and habitats. The actions related with the PREVENT solution are in part focused 

on the development of educational materials and awareness actions to promote best practices 

regarding the management of litter, possible use of alternative materials and reduction of 

emissions and environmental harmful impacts of fishing gear. 

The aim of NETTAG+ educational materials and awareness actions is to capitalise on the fishers’ 

willingness to prevent and reduce marine litter derived from fisheries and to help clean the 

ocean, thus becoming a key player in addressing marine pollution. 

With this solution NETTAG+ will tackle several of the specific issues raised during the previous 

NetTag project, namely:  

 Definition of litter (as most fishers did not recognize organic waste as litter, for example), 

how to properly manage domestic litter on board by fishers, and how to properly 

manage litter passively collected by nets. 

 Urgent need for appropriate facilities at the fishing ports to properly manage litter 

loaded by fishing vessels for recycling. 

 Extent geographic coverage of actions to increase the number of fishers involved and 

tackle specific local/regional problems. 

 Emphasise the role of fishers as guardians and cleaners of the ocean, highlighting the 

voluntary service they provide when they load the litter that is passively collected by 

their fishing gear. 
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This report is an output of ‘WP2 - PREVENT: Fishers as Guardians and Cleaners of the Ocean’ and 

delivers the educational materials co-produced by NETTAG+ partners on the issue of marine 

litter (Task 2.1) to be used in the awareness actions that the NETTAG+ fishers associations and 

representatives will deliver to their associates (Task 2.2). 

The educational materials target professional fishers from different countries, therefore using 

simple, non-scientific language and will be produced in five languages: English, Portuguese, 

Spanish, Italian and Croatian. The resources will be available on the project website, so they can 

be used in other projects or initiatives. 

Through the development of educational materials and awareness actions, NETTAG+ aims to 

enhance the comprehension of marine litter issues within professional fishing communities and 

to foster a transformation in the fisheries industry's perception, shifting from being perceived 

as a 'polluter' to becoming a 'guardian and cleaner' of the ocean. 

Engaging fishers' associations and representatives in the collaborative development of 

educational materials, as well as their participation in the planning and execution of awareness 

activities, guarantees that NETTAG+ outputs align with the needs of the fishing community. This 

approach fosters ownership and enhances the likelihood of influencing behavioural changes. 
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2 Educational/awareness materials and actions 
A package of six workshops was prepared to raise awareness on the adverse environmental and 

socio-economic effects of marine litter and abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear 

(ALDFG), and to identify, promote and implement best practices regarding the management of 

litter, possible use of alternative materials, emission reduction objectives and reduction of 

environmental harmful impacts of fishing gear: 

 Workshop #1 - Seminar on marine litter 

 Workshop #2 - Marine litter produced on board 

 Workshop #3 - Marine litter collected by fishing gear 

 Workshop #4 - Sustainable practices: bycatch reduction and marine conservation 

 Workshop #5 - Reducing fisheries footprint  

 Workshop #6 - NETTAG+ solutions 

NETTAG+ participatory workshops encompass a broad geographic scope, spanning the North-

East Atlantic (Portugal, Spain) and the Mediterranean (Italy, Croatia, Malta). This expansion aims 

to increase the participation of fishers, targeting a range of 210-350 individuals. 

 
Figure 1. Illustration of the geographical scope of the NETTAG+ awareness actions 
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NETTAG+ adopts an innovative approach ‘from fishers to fishers’, which consists in involving 

fishers in initiatives designed by and for their community. This strategy aims to encourage fishers 

to actively address marine litter, embrace best practices in waste management, and adopt 

environmentally friendly fishing techniques (e.g. reducing bycatch and consumption of energy/ 

resources). By addressing local constraints and adapting to specific realities, including local 

fishing activities, this approach ensures relevance and effectiveness. 

2.1 General procedures and materials 

NETTAG+ partners conducting awareness actions at each venue are responsible for the 

invitations, managing the registrations and participations, facilitating the sessions, ensuring the 

signature of consent forms, disseminating the project, and providing a synthesis report. A set of 

materials, templates and forms have been prepared to support the organisation of workshops 

and ensure a consistent implementation: 

 NETTAG+ participant information sheet (Annex 1): providing relevant information 

about the project, contact details, goals of the engagement activities, and other relevant 

information. To be handed out to participants, together with the consent form, in the 

beginning of each event. 

 NETTAG+ informed consent form (Annex 2): to be signed by each participant in the 

beginning of each event and stored by partners (each participant should keep a copy for 

themselves). 

 List of participants template (Annex 3): to support partners in the registration desk. In 

the beginning of the event, each participant must sign the participation sheet. 

 Feedback form (Annex 4): to be distributed to participants in the beginning of the event 

so they can evaluate it. The forms must be collected by partners in the end of the event. 

 Structure of the synthesis report (Annex 5): to guide the organising partner in the 

elaboration of the event synthesis report, which must then be shared with participants.  

 NETTAG+ flyer (Annex 6): promotional flyer presenting the NETTAG+ project, objectives 

and expected results to be handed to the participants at the first event. 

 NETTAG+ roll-up banner (Annex 7): designed for use at internal and external events, 

namely the participatory workshops, to communicate the project. 

These workshops can occur individually or grouped into two or three events, depending on the 

decision of the responsible partner (fisher's representatives) who organize them, considering 

the availability of participant fishers and resource management. 
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2.2 Workshop #1 - Seminar on marine litter 

2.2.1 Overview 

The first NETTAG+ workshop, entitled ‘Seminar on marine litter’, is an educational seminar 

targeting small- and large-scale professional fishers to raise awareness of the problem of marine 

litter, focusing on the adverse environmental and socio-economic effects of marine litter and 

ALDFG, how fishers can minimise waste and reduce harmful environmental impacts associated 

with bycatch and ghost fishing. Moreover, this educational seminar will also address the possible 

use of alternative materials, and strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, energy and 

resource consumption. 

The workshop takes approximately one hour and a half and will address the following themes: 

 The importance of the ocean and main threats. 

 The problem of marine litter (including plastic and microplastic pollution). 

 Contribution of fisheries to marine litter and its adverse environmental and socio-

economic impacts (e.g., ALDFG, litter produced on board). 

 Other environmental harmful impacts of fisheries (such as bycatch, greenhouse gas 

emissions). 

 European actions to tackle marine litter from sea-based sources. 

 Best practices regarding the management of litter, possible use of alternative materials 

and reduction of emissions and environmental harmful impacts. 

The main expected learning outcomes include: 

 Understanding marine litter and its effects on marine wildlife, socio-economic activities, 

and human well-being. 

 Gaining insight into other environmental impacts associated with fisheries. 

 Introducing participants to best practices to tackle these challenges. 

2.2.2 Workshop development 

Registration 

The registration team welcome the participants and hand them the Participant Information 

Sheet (Annex 1), two Informed Consent Forms (Annex 2), the NETTAG+ Flyer (Annex 6) and the 

Feedback form (Annex 4). Participants are asked to sign the presence list and return the signed 

informed consent form (each participant should keep a copy for themselves). 
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Welcome and presentation of the NETTAG+ project    | 15 minutes 

After the welcome, there will be a quick presentation of the objectives and activities planned 

for the workshop and a brief presentation of the NETTAG+ project (Annex 9). 

Seminar on marine litter       | 60 minutes 

The ‘Seminar on marine litter’ will be presented, using the PowerPoint presentation previously 

prepared (Annex 10). 

Discussion         | 15 minutes 

Following the presentation, participants are encouraged to pose questions and engage in a 

discussion on the seminar topics. Participants are requested to complete the feedback form and 

to leave it at the registration table. 

2.2.3 Resources and materials 

Two PowerPoint presentations were prepared, one with a general introduction to the NETTAG+ 

project (Annex 9) and another one with the themes to be addressed and discussed with fishers 

during the workshop (Annex 10). Both presentations, prepared in English, are available in the 

project drive and will be translated to local languages (Portuguese, Spanish, Italian and 

Croatian). After the awareness actions, the workshop presentations will be made available on 

the NETTAG+ website. 

Note that the Seminar presentation offers theoretical knowledge intended as a foundation for 

all subsequent workshops. If partners opt to combine certain workshops in the same event, it's 

recommended to categorize them by theme and potentially divide the Seminar presentation 

accordingly. To facilitate this process, the slides corresponding to each workshop have been 

identified. 

2.3 Workshop #2 - Marine litter produced on board 

2.3.1 Overview 

The second participatory workshop is entitled ‘Marine litter produced on board’ and aims to 

raise awareness about the marine litter produced on board by the fishing vessels, its proper 

management and to foster behavioural change towards the adoption of best practices. The 

specific objectives of the workshop are to: 
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 Educate and raise awareness among participants regarding the importance of tackling 

marine litter issues and implementing on-board best practices. 

 Identify common items of marine litter generated on board (e.g., old gear, fish 

containers, oils). 

 Engage participants in defining effective on-board practices for managing the marine 

litter produced. 

 Gather suggestions on how to disseminate information and encourage other fishers to 

adopt similar practices. 

This workshop involves informative and hands-on exercises and will take approximately two 

hours (see the proposed agenda in Annex 11). 

2.3.2 Workshop development 

Registration 

The registration team welcome the participants and hand them the Participant Information 

Sheet (Annex 1), two Informed Consent Forms (Annex 2), and the Feedback Form (Annex 4). 

Participants are asked to sign the presence list (Annex 3) and return the signed informed consent 

form (each participant should keep a copy for themselves). 

Welcome (plenary)        | 10 minutes 

Participants are welcomed, followed by a quick presentation of the objectives and the activities 

planned for the workshop. The participants will randomly be divided into small groups, with a 

maximum of six elements. 

Exercise 1: Litter classification (group)      | 20 minutes 

Participants in each group start by nominating a spokesperson to present the results at the 

plenary sessions. Then, participants are asked to classify various litter items, represented by 

images on printed cards (Annex 12), as litter or non-litter by placing each item in the 

corresponding section on the exercise sheet (Figure 2; Annex 13). Once a consensus is reached, 

participants write the name of each item in the appropriate column, to be presented in the 

plenary session. 
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Figure 2. Example of the first exercise sheet (workshop #2) 

Exercise 2: Litter destination (group)      | 20 minutes 

The second exercise is divided into two parts and aims to identify the destination of litter items 

(identified in the previous exercise), based on participants' fishing experience. 

In the first part of the exercise (Exercise 2A), participants are asked to distinguish between litter 

items thrown overboard and litter brought to shore. Once a consensus is reached, participants 

write the name of each item in the appropriate column on the exercise sheet (Figure 3; Annex 

13), to be presented in the plenary session. 

In the second part of the exercise (Exercise 2B), participants are asked to identify the ultimate 

destination of litter items brought to shore. Litter items previously identified as ‘Bring to shore’ 

should be allocated to one of the following destinations: i) stays on port, ii) deposited in a 

general garbage container, or iii) sent for recycling. Once a consensus is reached, participants 

write the name of each item in the appropriate column of the exercise sheet (Figure 4; Annex 

13), to be presented in the plenary session. 

Exercise 1 | Group ____________________

Workshop #2 ‘Marine litter produced on board’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 1: Classify each item as litter or non-litter
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Figure 3. Example of the sheet for exercise 2A (workshop #2) 

 

Figure 4. Example of the sheet for exercise 2B (workshop #2) 

Exercise 2A | Group ____________________

Workshop #1 ‘Marine litter produced on board’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 2A: Based on your own experience, identify the destination of each litter item

Exercise 2B | Group ____________________

Workshop #1 ‘Marine litter produced on board’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 2B: Based on your own experience, identify the destination of each litter item that is brought to shore 

GENERAL GARBAGE 
CONTAINER
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Presentation of results & discussion (plenary)     | 20 minutes 

Following the initial two exercises, participants convene in the plenary session to share and 

deliberate on the outcomes. Each group's spokesperson displays the exercise sheets and 

presents the group’s findings. A discussion among participants regarding the chosen destination 

for litter is encouraged (e.g. which items were not properly classified as litter/non-litter; was the 

destination most accurate? why wasn’t litter separated for recycling?). At the end, the 

moderators present the correct results, fostering a reassessment of the initial evaluations.  

Exercise 3: Further actions and dissemination (group)    | 20 minutes 

Back on groups, and based on previous discussions, participants are asked to give suggestions 

to reduce the marine litter produced on board and select measures to be implemented on board 

and at ports. Then, they are asked to identify internal and external factors that can influence the 

success of the proposed measures through a SWOT analysis. After reaching consensus, 

participants write their suggestions on the exercise sheet (Figure 5; Annex 13). 

General guidelines to explain the SWOT analysis to fishers: 

 Strengths: Things that fishers are really good at or have an advantage (e.g. extensive 

knowledge of local marine ecosystems and fishing practices, strong sense of community 

and cooperation, a positive attitude and willingness to adopt new practices, 

adaptability). 

 Weaknesses: Areas that need improvement (e.g. lack of awareness about new methods, 

difficulties in accessing information or financial resources, resistance to change). 

 Opportunities: External factors or chances for positive developments in fishing practices 

(e.g. policies (e.g. EU Directive 2019/883) and subsidies that encourage and financially 

assist the adoption of better practices, advancements in technology such as efficient 

gear designs or waste management tools, market demand for eco-friendly practices, 

opportunities to enhance the community's reputation). 

 Threats: External factors that could pose challenges or risks to fishing practices (e.g. lack 

of enforcement, lack of infrastructures, economic factors, environmental changes). 
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Figure 5. Example of the sheet for exercise 3A (workshop #2) 

Finally, participants are asked to propose methods for disseminating best practices in reducing 

marine litter to fellow fishers, and to identify either individual fishers, vessels or communities 

that demonstrate leadership and social influence in terms of supporting innovation and 

sustainable behaviours relating to litter. Participants will also be asked to register the authorities 

they would contact in the event of witnessing a misconduct by other boats or activities, 

regarding pollution (in the column ‘spread the word’). Once consensus is reached, participants 

write their suggestions on the exercise sheet (Figure 6; Annex 13). 

Exercise 3A | Group ____________________

Workshop #2 ‘Marine litter produced on board’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 3A: Write suggestions to reduce and manage marine litter produced on board

to reduce marine litter produced on board, best practices to implement 
(on board and at ports)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

STRENGTHS (what you’re good at )

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WEAKNESSES (areas to improve)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

OPPORTUNITIES (chances for posit ive development)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

THREATS (r isks or challenges)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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Figure 6. Example of the sheet for exercise 3B (workshop #2) 

Presentation of results & discussion (plenary)     | 20 minutes 

Following the exercise, participants convene in the plenary session to share and deliberate on 

the outcomes. Each group's spokesperson displays the exercise sheets and presents the 

collective suggestions. A discussion among participants is encouraged and, at the end, 

moderators provide a summary of the suggestions put forth by all groups.  

Workshop final conclusions (plenary)      | 10 minutes 

The workshop concludes with the presentation of final conclusions, encouraging participants to 

share additional insights or address any lingering questions. Participants are invited to complete 

the feedback form and to leave it at the registration table. 

2.3.3 Resources and materials 

A set of materials will be available to participants at the group tables to fulfil the workshop 

exercises, namely:  

 Printed cards with images of litter or non-litter items (Annex 12), 

Exercise 3B | Group ____________________

Workshop #2 ‘Marine litter produced on board’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 3B: Write suggestions to disseminate information and encourage other fishers to adopt similar practices.

suggest ways of disseminating best practices to fellow fishers identify either individual fishers, vessels or communities that 
demonstrate leadership and social influence

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

COMPETENT AUTHORITIES FOR REPORTING: 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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 Five exercise sheets per group (in A3 format) numbered with the practical exercise to be 

completed (Annex 13), 

 Colourful pens. 

In case partners decide to provide a theoretical background on the marine litter theme, the 

seminar slides corresponding to workshop 2 can be used (Annex 10). All educational materials 

are available in the project share point and will be translated to local languages (Portuguese, 

Spanish, Italian and Croatian). After the awareness actions, these materials will be made 

available on the NETTAG+ website. 

2.4 Workshop #3 - Marine litter collected by fishing gear 

2.4.1 Overview 

The third participatory workshop is entitled ‘Marine litter collected by fishing gear’ and aims to 

raise awareness about passively fished waste, its proper management and to foster behavioural 

change towards the adoption of best practices. The specific objectives of the workshop are to: 

 Educate and raise awareness among participants regarding the importance of managing 

correctly the litter collected by fishing nets. 

 Identify common items of marine litter passively fished, including domestic litter, 

industrial litter, fisheries debris. 

 Engage participants in defining effective practices regarding waste management. 

 Stimulate discussions among participants regarding the fisheries' role as 'Cleaners of the 

Ocean' and explore strategies to inspire them to actively contribute to the mission of 

collecting marine litter. 

This workshop involves informative and hands-on exercises and will take approximately two 

hours (see the proposed agenda in Annex 14). 

2.4.2 Workshop development 

Registration 

The registration team welcome the participants and hand them the Participant Information 

Sheet (Annex 1), two Informed Consent Forms (Annex 2), and the Feedback form (Annex 4). 

Participants are asked to sign the presence list (Annex 3) and return the signed informed consent 

form (each participant should keep a copy for themselves). 
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Welcome (plenary)        | 10 minutes 

Participants are welcomed, followed by a quick presentation of the objectives and the activities 

planned for the workshop. The participants will randomly be divided into small groups, with a 

maximum of six elements. 

Exercise 1: Litter passively caught in fishing nets (group)   | 20 minutes 

Participants in each group start by nominating a spokesperson to present the results at the 

plenary sessions. Then, participants are asked to register the litter items commonly caught by 

their fishing nets on the exercise sheet (Figure 7; Annex 15). 

 
Figure 7. Example of the first exercise sheet (workshop #3) 

Exercise 2: Destination of litter caught in fishing nets (group)   | 20 minutes 

The second exercise is divided in two parts and aims to identify the destination of litter items 

caught in the fishing nets, based on participants' fishing experience. 

In the first part of the exercise (Exercise 2A), participants are asked to distinguish between litter 

items thrown overboard and litter brought to shore. Once a consensus is reached, participants 

write the name of each item in the appropriate column on the exercise sheet (Figure 8; Annex 

15), to be presented in the plenary session. 

Exercise 1 | Group ____________________

Workshop #3 ‘Marine litter collected by fishing gears’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 1: Based on your own experience, register the litter items commonly caught in your fishing nets



NETTAG+ Preventing, Avoiding and Mitigating  
environmental impacts of fishing gears  
and associated marine litter 

 

21 
 

 
Figure 8. Example of the sheet for exercise 2A (workshop #3) 

In the second part of the exercise (Exercise 2B), participants are asked to identify the ultimate 

destination of the litter items brought to shore. Litter items previously identified as ‘Bring to 

shore’ should be allocated to one of the following destinations: i) stays on port, ii) deposited in 

a general garbage container, or iii) sent for recycling. Once a consensus is reached, participants 

write the name of each item in the appropriate column of the exercise sheet (Figure 9; Annex 

15), to be presented in the plenary session. 

Presentation of results & discussion (plenary)     | 20 minutes 

Following the initial two exercises, participants convene in the plenary session to share and 

deliberate on the outcomes. Each group's spokesperson displays the exercise sheets and 

presents the group’s findings. A discussion among participants regarding the chosen destination 

for litter is encouraged. At the end, the moderators present the correct results, fostering a 

reassessment of the initial evaluations.  

Exercise 2A | Group ____________________

Workshop #3 ‘Marine litter collected by fishing gears’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 2A: Based on your own experience, register the litter items caught in your fishing nets that are thrown overboard and the ones brought to shore 
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Figure 9. Example of the sheet for exercise 2B (workshop #3) 

Exercise 3: Further actions and dissemination (group)    | 20 minutes 

Back on groups, and based on previous discussions, participants are asked to suggest measures 

(on board and at ports) to encourage the collection and proper management of marine litter, 

during normal fishing activities, and to identify internal and external factors that can influence 

the success of the proposed measures through a SWOT analysis. After reaching consensus, 

participants write their suggestions on the exercise sheet (Figure 10; Annex 15). 

Finally, participants are asked to propose methods for disseminating best practices to fellow 

fishers, ways of motivating them to embrace the role of ‘Guardians and Cleaners of the Ocean’ 

and to identify either individual fishers, vessels or communities that demonstrate leadership 

and social influence in terms of supporting innovation and sustainable behaviours relating to 

litter. Participants’ willingness to create or contribute to a marine litter platform should also be 

explored, as well as the type of data they would be willing to report (e.g., weight, typology, 

location/coordinates) and in what circumstances (e.g., rewards, training, collaboration with 

other entity responsible for litter analysis and registration). Once consensus is reached, 

participants write their suggestions on the exercise sheet (Figure 11; Annex 15). 

Exercise 2B | Group ____________________

Workshop #3 ‘Marine litter collected by fishing gears’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 2B: Based on your own experience, register the destination of each litter item (capture in fishing nets) that is brought to shore

GENERAL GARBAGE 
CONTAINER
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Figure 10. Example of the sheet for exercise 3A (workshop #3) 

 
Figure 11. Example of the sheet for exercise 3B (workshop #3) 

Exercise 3A | Group ____________________

Workshop #3 ‘Marine litter collected by fishing gears’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 3A: Write suggestions to motivate fishers to become Guardians and Cleaners of the Ocean

suggest measures (on board and at ports) to encourage the collection and 
proper management of marine litter, during normal fishing activities 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

STRENGTHS (what you’re good at )

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WEAKNESSES (areas to improve)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

OPPORTUNITIES (chances for posit ive development)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

THREATS (r isks or challenges)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Exercise 3B | Group ____________________

Workshop #3 ‘Marine litter collected by fishing gears’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 3B: Write suggestions to disseminate information and encourage other fishers to become Guardians and Cleaners of the Ocean

suggest ways of getting other fishers involved

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

identify either individual fishers, vessels or communities that demonstrate 
leadership and social influence

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

DO YOU KNOW ANY MARINE LITTER PLATFORM?

☐ YES ☐ NO IF YES, WHICH? ______________________

ARE YOU WILLING TO JOIN A MARINE LITTER PLATFORM?

☐ YES ☐ NO ☐ MAYBE

WHAT TYPE OF DATA? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

IN WHAT CONDITIONS? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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Presentation of results & discussion (plenary)     | 20 minutes 

Following the exercise, participants convene in the plenary session to share and deliberate on 

the outcomes. Each group's spokesperson displays the exercise sheets and presents the 

collective suggestions. This moment can be used to discuss the Clean Ocean Day event 

(demonstration event of WP2, Task 2.4), its logistics, and to ask participants about their 

availability to get involved. At the end, moderators provide a summary of the suggestions put 

forth by all groups.  

Workshop final conclusions (plenary)      | 10 minutes 

The workshop concludes with the presentation of final conclusions, encouraging participants to 

share additional insights or address any lingering questions. Participants are invited to complete 

the feedback form and to leave it at the registration table. 

2.4.3 Resources and materials 

A set of materials will be available to participants at the group tables to fulfil the workshop 

exercises, namely:  

 Five exercise sheets per group (in A3 format) numbered with the practical exercise to be 

completed (Annex 15), 

 Colourful pens. 

In case partners decide to provide a theoretical background on the marine litter theme, the 

seminar slides corresponding to workshop 3 can be used (Annex 10). All educational materials 

are available in the project share point and will be translated to local languages (Portuguese, 

Spanish, Italian and Croatian). After the awareness actions, these materials will be made 

available on the NETTAG+ website. 

2.5 Workshop #4 - Sustainable practices: bycatch reduction and marine 
conservation 

2.5.1 Overview 

The fourth participatory workshop is entitled ‘Sustainable practices: bycatch reduction and 

marine conservation’ and aims to raise awareness about the incidental capture of non-target 

species, particularly sensitive endangered species (such as sea turtles, marine mammals, 

seabirds, sharks, sponges and corals). The specific objectives of the workshop are to: 
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 Raise awareness among fishers about the importance of reducing bycatch in fishing. 

 Familiarise participants with various devices and techniques used to minimise bycatch. 

 Provide guidelines and best practices for acting in case of bycatch. 

 Promote the adoption of sustainable practices that benefit the health of marine 

ecosystems. 

This workshop involves informative and hands-on exercises and will take approximately two 

hours (see the proposed agenda in Annex 16). 

2.5.2 Workshop development 

Registration 

The registration team welcome the participants and hand them the Participant Information 

Sheet (Annex 1), two Informed Consent Forms (Annex 2), and the Feedback form (Annex 4). 

Participants are asked to sign the presence list (Annex 3) and return the signed informed consent 

form (each participant should keep a copy for themselves). 

Welcome (plenary)        | 10 minutes 

Participants are welcomed, followed by a quick presentation of the objectives and the activities 

planned for the workshop. Finally, the participants will randomly be divided into small groups, 

with a maximum of six elements. 

Exercise 1: Species commonly captured (group)    | 20 minutes 

Participants in each group start by nominating a spokesperson to present the results at the 

plenary sessions. A facilitated open discussion is encouraged so participants share their bycatch 

experiences. Then, participants are asked to: 

 Identify non-target species commonly captured, 

 Rank these species based on capture frequency, 

 Associate captured species with the specific fishing gear used, 

 Identify endangered species among the captured ones. 

Printed cards with images of common bycatch species (e.g. seabirds, marine mammals, turtles, 

sharks, sponges and corals; Annex 17) are provided to support the exercise. Once a consensus 

is reached, participants write their answers on the exercise sheet (Figure 12; Annex 18). 
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Figure 12. Example of the first exercise sheet (workshop #4) 

Exercise 2: Best practices to reduce bycatch (group)    | 20 minutes 

In the second exercise, participants are asked to deliberate on the practicality and applicability 

of best practices. To facilitate the conversation, a table summarising available best practices for 

reducing bycatch will be provided (Annex 19). Participants are asked to i) identify the most 

suitable practices for their needs (given the fishing gear used and common bycatch species), ii) 

discuss ways of implementing them on board, and iii) discuss major strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats. Key conclusions drawn from this discussion should be registered in 

the exercise sheet (Figure 13; Annex 18).  

Exercise 3: Protocols in case of bycatch (group)    | 20 minutes 

In the third exercise, participants are asked to deliberate on i) the rapid response protocols and 

on-board handling practices in case of bycatch, ii) the importance of communicating and 

notifying the relevant authorities, as well as iii) major strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 

threats. The discussion should extend to methods of implementing these protocols/practices. 

Key conclusions drawn from this discussion should be registered in the exercise sheet (Figure 

14; Annex 18). 

Exercise 1 | Group ____________________

Workshop #4 ‘Sustainable practices: bycatch reduction and marine conservation’ | [add the location of the workshop] , 
[dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 1: Based on your experience, register the species commonly involved in bycatch, link them to the fishing gears, identify the endangered species

FISHING GEAR:BYCATCH SPECIES:

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü
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Figure 13. Example of the second exercise sheet (workshop #4) 

 
Figure 14. Example of the third exercise sheet (workshop #4) 

Exercise 2 | Group ____________________

Workshop #4 ‘Sustainable practices: bycatch reduction and marine conservation’ | [add the location of the workshop] , 
[dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 2: Based on your experience, which measures can you adopt to reduce bycatch?

MINIMISATION MEASURES

STRENGTHS (what you’re good at )

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WEAKNESSES (areas to improve)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

OPPORTUNITIES (chances for posit ive development)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

THREATS (r isks or challenges)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

MEASURES TO REDUCE BYCATCH

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

HOW TO IMPLEMENT THE SELECTED MEASURES?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Exercise 3 | Group ____________________

Workshop #4 ‘Sustainable practices: bycatch reduction and marine conservation’ | [add the location of the workshop] , 
[dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 3: Based on your experience, how do you handle bycatch and which protocols /best practices can you adopt in case of bycatch?

BEST PRACTICES/ PROTOCOLS

STRENGTHS (what you’re good at )

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WEAKNESSES (areas to improve)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

OPPORTUNITIES (chances for posit ive development)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

THREATS (r isks or challenges)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

COMMON PRACTICES IN CASE OF BYCATCH:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

NOTIFICATION (competent author it ies, other):

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

ARE THERE IMPLEMENTED PROTOCOLS?

☐ YES ☐ NO IF YES, WHICH? ______________________

SUGGESTIONS:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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Exercise 4: Dissemination and leadership (group)    | 20 minutes 

In the final exercise, participants are asked to propose methods for disseminating best practices 

to fellow fishers, and to identify either individual fishers, vessels or communities that 

demonstrate leadership and social influence in terms of supporting innovation and sustainable 

behaviours relating to the adoption of sustainable practices. The main conclusions should be 

registered in the exercise sheet (Figure 15; Annex 18). 

 
Figure 15. Example of the fourth exercise sheet (workshop #4) 

Presentation of results & discussion (plenary)     | 20 minutes 

Following the exercises, participants convene in the plenary session to share and deliberate on 

the outcomes. Each group's spokesperson displays the exercise sheets and presents the group’s 

findings. A discussion among participants is encouraged and, at the end, moderators provide a 

summary of the suggestions put forth by all groups. 

Workshop final conclusions (plenary)      | 10 minutes 

The workshop concludes with the presentation of final conclusions, encouraging participants to 

share additional insights or address any lingering questions. Participants are invited to complete 

the feedback form and to leave it at the registration table. 

Exercise 4: Write suggestions to disseminate information and encourage other fishers to adopt similar practices.

suggest ways of disseminating best practices to fellow fishers identify either individual fishers, vessels or communities that 
demonstrate leadership and social influence

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 4 | Group ____________________

Workshop #4 ‘Sustainable practices: bycatch reduction and marine conservation’ | [add the location of the workshop] , 
[dd/ mm/ yyy]
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2.5.3 Resources and materials 

A set of materials will be available to participants at the group tables to fulfil the workshop 

exercises, namely:  

 Printed cards with imagens of the most common bycatch species (Annex 17), 

 One A4 table per group summarising existing solutions to reduce bycatch (Annex 19), 

 Four exercise sheets per group (in A3 format) numbered with the practical exercise to 

be completed (Annex 18), 

 Colourful pens. 

In case partners decide to provide a theoretical background on the bycatch theme, the seminar 

slides corresponding to workshop 4 can be used (Annex 10). All educational materials are 

available in the project share point and will be translated to local languages (Portuguese, 

Spanish, Italian and Croatian). After the awareness actions, these materials will be made 

available on the NETTAG+ website. 

2.6 Workshop #5 - Reducing fisheries footprint  

2.6.1 Overview 

The fifth participatory workshop is entitled ‘Reducing fisheries footprint’ and aims to raise 

awareness and assess the viability of reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and 

avoiding/reducing the use of plastics to foster a reduction of fisheries ecological footprint. The 

specific objectives of the workshop are to: 

 Educate and raise awareness about the importance of joining the global efforts on the 

energy transition by improving the fisheries energy efficiency and reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

 Educate and raise awareness about the importance of reducing the use of plastic by 

replacing it by alternative/eco-friendly materials, whenever possible and adequate. 

 Familiarise participants with best practices and promote its adoption. 

This workshop involves informative and hands-on exercises and will take approximately one 

hour and forty minutes (see the proposed agenda in Annex 20). 
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2.6.2 Workshop development 

Registration  

The registration team welcome the participants and hand them the Participant Information 

Sheet (Annex 1), two Informed Consent Forms (Annex 2), and the Feedback form (Annex 4). 

Participants are asked to sign the presence list and return the signed informed consent form 

(each participant should keep a copy for themselves). 

Welcome (plenary)          | 10 minutes 

Participants are welcomed, followed by a quick presentation of the objectives and the activities 

planned for the workshop. Finally, the participants will randomly be divided into small groups, 

with a maximum of six elements. 

Exercise 1: Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions (group)   | 20 minutes 

Participants in each group start by nominating a spokesperson to present the results at the 

plenary sessions. Then, participants are asked to discuss the feasibility of GHG emissions 

reduction measures, identify the most suitable for their reality and discuss ways of 

implementing them on board (including a SWOT analysis). To support the exercise, a list of 

potential measures to reduce GHG emissions will be provided to support the discussion (Annex 

21). Key conclusions should be registered in the exercise sheet (Figure 16; Annex 22). 

Exercise 2: Use of alternative/eco-friendly materials (group)   | 20 minutes 

Participants are asked to discuss ways of reducing the use of plastics, using alternative or eco-

friendly materials and to discuss ways of implementing these measures (including a SWOT 

analysis). A list of activities and materials commonly used during fishing operations was 

prepared to initiate and support the discussion (Annex 23). Key conclusions should be registered 

in the exercise sheet (Figure 17; Annex 22). 
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Figure 16. Example of the first exercise sheet (workshop #5) 

 
Figure 17. Example of the second exercise sheet (workshop #5) 

ENERGY TRANSITION 

STRENGTHS (what you’re good at )

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WEAKNESSES (areas to improve)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

OPPORTUNITIES (chances for posit ive development)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

THREATS (r isks or challenges)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

MEASURES TO REDUCE GHG EMISSIONS

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

HOW TO IMPLEMENT THE SELECTED MEASURES?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Exercise 1 | Group ____________________

Workshop #5 ‘Sustainable practices: reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and use of alternative/eco-friendly 
materials’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 1: Based on your experience, which measures can you adopt to reduce greenhouse gas emissions? How to implement them?

STRENGTHS (what you’re good at )

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WEAKNESSES (areas to improve)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

OPPORTUNITIES (chances for posit ive development)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

THREATS (r isks or challenges)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

ECO-FRIENDLY MATERIALS 

WHICH MATERIALS CAN BE REPLACED?

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

HOW TO IMPLEMENT THIS MEASURES?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Exercise 2 | Group ____________________

Workshop #5 ‘Sustainable practices: reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and use of alternative/eco-friendly 
materials’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 2: Based on your experience, which materials can be replaced to reduce fishers’ reliance on plastics? How to implement them? 
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Exercise 3: Dissemination and leadership (group)    | 20 minutes 

In the final exercise, participants are asked to propose methods for disseminating best practices 

to fellow fishers, and to identify either individual fishers, vessels or communities that 

demonstrate leadership and social influence in terms of supporting innovation and sustainable 

behaviours relating to the adoption of sustainable practices. The main conclusions should be 

registered in the exercise sheet (Figure 18; Annex 22). 

 
Figure 18. Example of the third exercise sheet (workshop #5) 

Presentation of results & discussion (plenary)     | 20 minutes 

Following the exercises, participants convene in the plenary session to share and deliberate on 

the outcomes. Each group's spokesperson displays the exercise sheets and presents the group’s 

findings. A discussion among participants is encouraged and, at the end, moderators provide a 

summary of the suggestions put forth by all groups. 

Workshop final conclusions (plenary)      | 10 minutes 

The workshop concludes with the presentation of final conclusions, encouraging participants to 

share additional insights or address any lingering questions. Participants are invited to complete 

the feedback form and to leave it at the registration table. 

Exercise 3 | Group ____________________

Workshop #5 ‘Sustainable practices: reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and use of alternative/eco-friendly 
materials’ | [add the location of the workshop] , [dd/ mm/ yyy]

Exercise 3: Write suggestions to disseminate information and encourage other fishers to adopt similar practices.

suggest ways of disseminating best practices to fellow fishers identify either individual fishers, vessels or communities that 
demonstrate leadership and social influence

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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2.6.3 Resources and materials 

A set of materials will be available to participants at the group tables to fulfil the workshop 

exercises, namely:  

 One A4 sheet per group with examples of best practices to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions (Annex 21), 

 One A4 sheet per group with examples of activities and materials that have the potential 

to be replaced with eco-friendly materials (Annex 23), 

 Three exercise sheets per group (in A3 format) numbered with the practical exercise to 

be completed (Annex 22), 

 Colourful pens.  

In case partners decide to provide a theoretical background on the energy transition and use of 

alternative/eco-friendly materials theme, the seminar slides corresponding to workshop 5 can 

be used (Annex 10). All educational materials are available in the project share point and will be 

translated to local languages. After the awareness actions, these materials will be made 

available on the NETTAG+ website. 

2.7 Workshop #6 - NETTAG+ solutions 

2.7.1 Overview 

The sixth participatory workshop is entitled ‘NETTAG+ solutions’ and aims to assess fishers’ 

overall perception of the three solutions proposed by the NETTAG+ project, namely: 

 PREVENT marine litter derived from fisheries activities. 

 AVOID loss of fishing gear using acoustic tags and autonomous vehicles. 

 MITIGATE harmful impacts by developing technology to help map and retrieving existing 

ALDFG. 

The specific objectives of the workshop are to: 

 Present the NETTAG+ technological solutions and awareness actions designed to 

prevent, avoid, and mitigate the harmful impacts of fishing gear. 

 Evaluate the applicability and effectiveness of both technological and awareness 

approaches as reliable solutions for future implementation. 

This workshop involves informative and hands-on exercises and will take approximately one 

hour and a half (see the proposed agenda in Annex 24). 
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2.7.2 Workshop development 

Registration 

The registration team welcome the participants and hand them the Participant Information 

Sheet (Annex 1), two Informed Consent Forms (Annex 2), and the Feedback form (Annex 4). 

Participants are asked to sign the presence list and return the signed informed consent form 

(each participant should keep a copy for themselves). 

Welcome & Talk on the NETTAG+ solutions (plenary)    | 30 minutes 

Participants are welcomed, followed by a quick presentation of the objectives and the activities 

planned for the workshop. The three NETTAG+ solutions to prevent, avoid and mitigate the 

harmful impacts of fishing gear are presented. Following the presentation, participants are 

encouraged to pose questions and engage in a discussion on the NETTAG+ solutions.  

Exercise 1: General evaluation of the NETTAG+ solutions (plenary)  | 10 minutes 

The participants are asked to provide a general evaluation of each NETTAG+ solution by placing 

coloured dot stickers (green, yellow, or red) in the posters displayed on the wall (Figure 19; 

Annex 25). Then, the participants will randomly be divided into small groups, with a maximum 

of six elements. 

Exercise 2: Discussion of the NETTAG+ solutions (group)   | 20 minutes 

The participants are asked to discuss the applicability and effectiveness of the different 

NETTAG+ solutions as reliable solutions for future implementation and encouraging behavioural 

changes (e.g. is the solution easy to implement, is it affordable, is it user-friendly, will be well 

received by fishers, will it produce the expected results). Participants are also tasked to propose 

suggestions to overcome the identified challenges, as well as suggestions and upgrades to the 

NETTAG+ solutions. Key conclusions should be registered in the exercise sheets (Figure 20, 

Figure 21, Figure 22; Annex 26). 

 



NETTAG+ Preventing, Avoiding and Mitigating  
environmental impacts of fishing gears  
and associated marine litter 

 

35 
 

 
Figure 19. Example of the poster for the evaluation of the NETTAG+ solutions (workshop #6) 

 
Figure 20. Example of the second exercise sheet for PREVENT solutions (workshop #6) 
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Figure 21. Example of the second exercise sheet for AVOID solutions (workshop #6) 

 
Figure 22. Example of the second exercise sheet for MITIGATE solutions (workshop #6) 
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Presentation of results & discussion (plenary)     | 20 minutes 

Following the group exercise, participants convene in the plenary session to share and 

deliberate on the outcomes. Each group's spokesperson displays the exercise sheets and present 

the group’s findings. A discussion among participants is encouraged and, at the end, moderators 

provide a summary of the suggestions put forth by all groups. 

Workshop final conclusions (plenary)      | 10 minutes 

The workshop concludes with the presentation of final conclusions, encouraging participants to 

share additional insights or address any lingering questions. Participants are invited to complete 

the feedback form and to leave it at the registration table. 

2.7.3 Resources and materials 

A set of materials will be available to participants to fulfil the workshop exercises, namely: 

 One wall poster (in A3 format) to be used in the first exercise (Annex 25), 

 Three exercise sheets per group (in A3 format) numbered with the practical exercise to 

be completed (Annex 26), 

 Colourful dot stickers (green, yellow, red),  

 Post-its and pens.  

To introduce the NETTAG+ solutions, the project general presentation (Annex 8) can be used 

and updated to incorporate developments from the work packages. All educational materials 

are available in the project share point and will be translated to local languages.  
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3 Concluding remarks 
Awareness actions are a crucial step in the comprehensive approach undertaken by NETTAG+ 

to address marine litter and ALDFG issues within professional fishing communities across the 

Atlantic and Mediterranean regions. The educational materials, designed and tailored to the 

specific needs and contexts of the target audience, will serve as foundational resources during 

the series of participatory workshops organized by NETTAG+ fishers’ representatives in Portugal, 

Spain, Malta, Italy, and Croatia.  

By engaging participants in interactive learning experiences (participatory workshops) and 

facilitating discussions around marine litter prevention and co-design of best practices for 

environmental-friendly fishing methods, the educational materials were designed to empower 

fishing communities with the necessary background knowledge and skills to increase 

responsible use behaviour. Moreover, the educational materials were produced following the 

approach ‘from fishers to fishers’ to guarantee that NETTAG+ outputs align with the needs of 

the fishing community and to foster ownership and increase the likelihood of influencing 

behavioural changes. 

To ensure widespread accessibility and dissemination, all educational resources and materials 

generated will be made readily available on the NETTAG+ project website, serving as tools to 

raise awareness and for advocacy beyond the immediate scope of the project. 
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Annex 1. Participant information sheet 
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Annex 2. Informed consent form 

 



NETTAG+ Preventing, Avoiding and Mitigating  
environmental impacts of fishing gears  
and associated marine litter 

 

44 
 

 

 

NETTAG+ Preventing, Avoiding and Mitigating  
environmental impacts of fishing gears  
and associated marine litter 

 

 2/2 

ü I consent to my photographed being taken in the context of the NETTAG+ project and 

images where I appear to be used within the scope of the NETTAG+ project activities. 

ü I consent to my being filmed in the context of the NETTAG+ project and images where I 

appear to be used within the scope of the NETTAG+ project activities. 

 

Participant Full Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Participant email: ______________________________________________________________ 

Date: ___/___/_____, in ___________________________ (Please indicate the place where the form is signed) 

 

________________________________ 

(Signature according with identification document) 
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Annex 3. Template of the participants list 
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Annex 4. Template of the workshop feedback form  
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Annex 5. Structure of the synthesis report 
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Annex 6. NETTAG+ flyer 

 

 



NETTAG+ Preventing, Avoiding and Mitigating  
environmental impacts of fishing gears  
and associated marine litter 

 

50 
 

 

 



NETTAG+ Preventing, Avoiding and Mitigating  
environmental impacts of fishing gears  
and associated marine litter 

 

51 
 

Annex 7. NETTAG+ roll-up banner 
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Annex 8. Proposed agenda for Workshop #1 
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Annex 9. NETTAG+ general presentation 
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Annex 10. Seminar on marine litter presentation 
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Annex 11. Proposed agenda for Workshop #2 
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Annex 12. Support material for the Workshop #2 
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Annex 13. Exercise sheets for the Workshop #2 
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Annex 14. Proposed agenda for Workshop #3 
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Annex 15. Exercise sheets for the Workshop #3 
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Annex 16. Proposed agenda for Workshop #4 
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Annex 17. Support material for the Workshop #4 
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Annex 18. Exercise sheets for the Workshop #4 
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Annex 19. Support material to discuss best practices to reduce 
bycatch (Workshop #4) 

This annex provides a comprehensive list of potential measures aimed at minimising bycatch. 

Partners should select the most relevant measures for discussion with fishers according to local 

specificities. 
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Annex 20. Proposed agenda for Workshop #5 
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Annex 21. Support material to discuss the reduction of GHG 
emissions (Workshop #5) 
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Annex 22. Exercise sheets for the Workshop #5 
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Annex 23. Support material to discuss the use of more eco-
friendly materials (Workshop #5) 
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Annex 24. Proposed agenda for Workshop #6 
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Annex 25. Poster for the Workshop #6 
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Annex 26. Exercise sheets for the Workshop #6 
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